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INTRODUCTION BY OUR CHAIRMAN
DIETER LOSSE

2010 - A YEAR OF CELEBRATION AND
THANKSGIVING

It has been my privilege at the end of our 150th
Anniversary year to succeed Hans Prütting on his
retirement as your Chairman. Hans has been a
member of our Association for 59 years; having
served as Treasurer and a Director of the hotel, he
became Vice Chairman in 1994 and succeeded my
father as Chairman in 1999.

During the year a series of programmes and events
took place to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
German YMCA in London.
On the following pages you will find a resumé for the
whole year as well as details of the book to mark the
occasion, “It Can Be!”, written by our former General
Secretary Mr Bernd Hildebrandt, and copies of the
photographic exhibition mounted by Martina and
Markus Hildebrandt. Our thanks must go to the whole
Hildebrandt family without whom neither the book
nor the photo exhibition could have been realised.

We are immensely grateful to Hans for the warmth
and dedication he always brought to the leading roles
he was called upon to fulfil within our organisation
and the wider YMCA movement nationally. His
award of the Cross of the Order of Merit of the
Federal Republic of Germany in 1999 was a fitting
recognition of his work and his great contribution
to Anglo-German relations. We hope he and Joy
will enjoy his retirement and reflect with pride and
pleasure on his many achievements, which we hope
to honour more formally early in 2011.

The highlights of the year were undoubtedly the
Service of Celebration in September and the
reception at the German Embassy hosted by the
Ambassador, Mr Georg Boomgaarden and his wife,
in November.
What became clear to me, in particular when
preparing for the Service of Celebration and reviewing
our history, is that the German YMCA today is a
culmination of all the influences that individuals have
had over the past 150 years.

In his address at the reception at the German
Embassy in November our President, Mr George
Mallinckrodt, paid eloquent tribute to those who
served the Association so well in the post-war period
but I feel it is only right at this moment that we should
also put on record the huge debt we owe to him
and to the Schroder family in general for their wise
guidance and stewardship of our affairs over a very
great part of our history.

Our thanks must go to all those who have
given so much of their commitment, energy and
encouragement over this period:
To those who have supported us in giving leadership
to our Association, often families from one generation
to the next.

I personally am also greatly indebted to Bernd
Hildebrandt for having chronicled in such meticulous
detail the history of our Association in his anniversary
publication, “It Can Be!”, which I heartily commend to
you. It is an incredibly professional work of reference
which will long serve to remind later generations of
the challenges faced and overcome by those like
Hans Prütting, who gave such long and exemplary
service in the aftermath of the war. They should be
an inspiration to us all!

To those who ensured that the Association survived
as, in effect, an enemy alien organisation during
two World Wars and was then rebuilt, laying the
foundations for what we have today. Here we must
not forget to give thanks for the great tolerance of the
British people who made this possible during these
terrible times.
To the members and volunteers who have given
uncountable hours of their time to the Association,
in particular by supporting our various programme
activities.

Dieter Losse
Chairman

It Can Be!
150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010

This can be summed up as follows: Because of the
support received from so many people in so many
ways over the past 150 years, our Association is
today in a strong and stable position, a position from
which we can look to the future positively and with
confidence. For this we must give thanks to God!

Please see back cover for more information
and details of how to order a copy.

Uwe Maynard
Chief Executive

The book on our Association’s history:
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THE SERVICES WE OFFER …..

Struwwelpeter

Volunteer Placement Services (VPS)

Parents of children up to the age of 3 years meet
twice a month at the German-speaking toddlers
group “Struwwelpeter”. It allows children the first
contacts outside the family with others of a similar
age in a German environment with games, toys,
songs and other activities. Parents have the chance
to meet each other, exchange experiences or just
relax whilst the children play.

This service was started in January 2010, following
the closure of the German Advice Centre. The office
manager there, Ms Alice Melsheimer, transferred
to the Association and commenced setting up the
Volunteer Placement Service. In co-operation with
other organisations we offer young people the
opportunity to volunteer abroad (UK/Germany) for
a period of 6 to 12 months. Projects could include:
youth, sport, culture, social care, environment,
etc. Help is also given to those seeking industrial
placements or internships for shorter periods.

Contact: y-services@german-ymca.org.uk

Our aim is to provide young people with an
intercultural learning experience and to encourage
social integration.
The German YMCA has recently been accredited by
the EC’s European Voluntary Service.
Contact: vps@german-ymca.org.uk
Au Pair Services
In cooperation with IN VIA, a German charity, the
Association offers an au pair placement service to
young women and men and their host families in
Greater London. During the main placement period
prospective au pairs have the opportunity to stay
at the German YMCA whilst looking for potential
families. Families and au pairs can then meet and get
to know each other before making a commitment.

Gespräche in Deutsch (GiD)
This is a “Telephone Contact” service for anybody
who speaks German and lives in the UK (not just
members). The aim is to provide those, often elderly
or housebound who do not meet German speakers
the opportunity to speak in their mother tongue. The
service is entirely free, even the phone calls and is
fully funded by the trustees of the former German
Old People’s Home “Homelands”.

We offer a personal approach, getting to know the
host families and au pairs, ongoing support to the au
pairs and families and a regular educational, cultural
and leisure-time programme.
Contact: au-pairs@german-ymca.org.uk

Contact: 01268 551 931
General Advice Services
Chaplain Services

The Programme and Youth Secretaries offer
advice and support to a variety of people, ranging
from those seeking emergency help, information
regarding employment or accommodation and much
else. These requests come from long-term residents
in London, students and au pairs or tourists. Since
the office of the German Welfare Council has been
relocated to the Association (please see the following
page) there has been an increase in referrals as the
two services work together in cooperation to support
those requiring help.

The Association’s Chaplain, who is also the
Programme Secretary, keeps in contact and visits
those members who are no longer able to come to
the Association due to frailty or ill health.
The Chaplain offers those in hospital or housebound
the opportunity to join him in Holy Communion, a
great comfort to many who would otherwise not be
able take part in this celebration of Faith.
Contact: 020 7723 5684

Contact: 020 7723 5684 or 020 3238 2197
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OUR SUPPORT FOR OTHERS …..

German Seamen’s Mission

German Welfare Council (GWC)

In its 150th Anniversary year the Association
dedicated all collections taking place during special
events throughout the year to the German Seamen’s
Mission. In the course of the year £1,550 was raised
and passed into their welfare account, which is
used to directly support seamen. It will be used, for
instance, to purchase pre-paid telephone cards that
allow seamen to call home at preferential rates.

During 2009 it became clear that the GWC would have
to close its offices in Belgrave Square and reduce
its staff to one full time Social Worker. The GWC
office was relocated to 31 Craven Terrace in January
2010. Working from this office and from home, Ms
Heineke is able to continue supporting the German
community in London and beyond. She is assisted
in this by her former colleague Ms Melsheimer, who
now runs the VPS for the Association, when time
allows. The office is given by the Association free of
all rent and other outgoings.

YMCA England & Y Care International
The Association made a contribution of £7,967 to
YMCA England for their projects in general and
£2,000 was donated to Y Care International for their
Third World Projects. A further £546 was raised by
members for specific appeals such as the Pakistan
Flood Relief and Haiti Earthquake Appeal.

St James’ Pre-School Nursery
The nursery, an independent charity, is provided with
a modern and purpose-built facility in the basement
of the Lancaster Hall Hotel at a nominal rent. It is a
community project aimed at local parents for children
from 2 to 4½ years. The Association also raises funds
for the nursery to buy equipment.

Deutscher Chor London
This is a recently formed choir made up of mainly
German-speaking singers but also other nationalities.
Although based at the German Christ Church in
Knightsbridge, it is completely independent of the
church. Their repertoire is wide-ranging and of
the highest quality. They are a positive addition to
the German cultural landscape of London and the
Association has agreed to an ongoing support of
£1,000 per year. In return, the choir will perform twice
per year for the Association. In 2010 they performed
during the Anniversary Service of Thanksgiving in
September and the November reception held at the
German Ambassador’s residence.

Schubert Society of Britain
The Association provides the venue and
administrative resources for the Schubert Society
for their series of Sunday afternoon and evening
recitals. The Sunday recitals are followed by the
popular “Vereinsnachmittag” with coffee and cake.
The recitals are of the highest standard and offer
young artists, often at the beginning of their careers,
the opportunity to perform in a professional capacity.
The Association makes up any shortfall in the
finances of the Schubert Society to enable its
programme to continue.

Conference & Accommodation Charges
Through the Lancaster Hall Hotel the Association
supports many charities and local community
organisations by providing reduced rate or free
conference facilities. In 2010 the benefit to these
organisations was around £21,000. In addition to
this, but not quantified, the hotel offered guests from
registered charities a reduction of £17 per night on
the standard room rate.

Pastoral Assistant - London West
The Association employs a Pastoral Assistant who
is seconded to the German parishes of London
West. In previous years this was entirely funded by
the Association but in 2010 other sources of finance
were found and the Association now contributes 25%
of the salary costs.

Other Support Given
Council for German Church Work (CGCW)

During 2010 support was also given to the Samaritans,
the Alzheimer’s Society, St James’s Church Sussex
Gardens, East Jerusalem YMCA and others.

The Association provides the CGCW with offices at
a nominal rent, and both share two members of staff.
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OUR PROGRAMMES IN 2010
Celebrating 150 Years
The first Anniversary Programme was the
Schubertiade held in January. “Liquid Architecture”
played Schubert’s Octet to great acclaim.
This was followed in March by a Music Competition
for vocalist and piano for students from London’s
music schools and colleges. The winners were Mae
Heydon (mezzo-soprano) and Marek Ruszczynski
(piano) who then performed works by Schubert and
others at the May Schubertiade.
In April Pastor Dr Bindemann, who for many years
was the Pastor of the German congregations in
Scotland and north England, held a lecture entitled
“Germans in Britain”. It described Germans and the
German community in Britain from Victorian times
until today.

attend the service due to work commitments. A buffet
was served in both the restaurant and Lancaster
Hall/York Room, with live music in both locations.

© German Embassy London

The last event of the year was the reception at
the German Embassy in November, hosted by
Ambassador Boomgarden and his wife. The
reception was attended by 116 guests, who were
again entertained by the “Deutscher Chor London”.

A “Summer Party” was held in June when members
and invited guests were entertained by the “Dixie
Ticklers”. It was a very popular event which allowed
all those present to enjoy the music, food and wine in
a relaxed atmosphere.

During this reception the book “It Can Be!”, detailing
the 150 year history of our Association, was launched.
Details of how to order a copy can be found on the
back cover.

The main event of the year was the “Service of
Celebration” in September at St James’s Church,
Sussex Gardens. Over 220 members, guests
and friends were welcomed by Uwe Maynard, the
Association’s Chief Executive, and the service was
conducted by Pastor Wolfgang Kruse. The service
was accompanied by the “Deutscher Chor London”.

Permanent Photographic Exhibition
At the beginning of the year a permanent exhibition
was mounted by Martina and Markus Hildebrandt,
detailing the history of the Association through
text, photographs and documents. Copies of this
exhibition can be found at the end of this Review.

Following this service, a reception was held at the
Lancaster Hall Hotel. It was attended by approximately
240 people, some of whom had not been able to
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LANCASTER HALL HOTEL

practice to regard the bar provision as a service to
customers rather than as a profit centre in its own
right.

2010 was an excellent year for the Lancaster Hall
Hotel. The turnover increased from £1,486,800 to
£1,567,500, an increase of £80,700 or 5.4%, giving
an adjusted trading surplus of £350,100, the highest
turnover and surplus on record.

Maintenance of the Buildings
Over the past few years the entire building complex
was refurbished and major works to the roofs of the
Victorian buildings were undertaken in 2008 and
2009. In 2010 some further work was carried out
to the rear elevation of these buildings at a cost of
£18,400.

Accommodation
The average occupancy for the HOTEL was 85.0%,
an increase of 4.8% compared to the previous year.
The average occupancy for the YOUTH WING was
77.3%, a decrease of 0.4% compared to the previous
year. Altogether 97 groups stayed in the annexe
compared to 95 in the previous year.

It became apparent during the course of 2009 that
the two passenger lifts required urgent attention
as breakdowns were becoming more frequent and
spare parts were no longer readily available, both
lifts now being 36 years old. It was agreed to have
both lifts rebuilt using the existing cars and tracks.
The cost of this work was just under £160,000 and
was completed in September 2010.

The accommodation revenue for the year was
£1,377,300, compared to £1,319,500 in the previous
year, an increase of £57,800 or 4.4%. Given that
prices were not adjusted when the VAT returned to
17.5% this is a very positive result.

A new Fire Detection and Alarm System was installed
during the course of the year to comply with new Fire
Risk Legislation. The cost was £31,000.

Function Room Lettings
The conference business of the hotel is a major
source of income, the majority of which is profit as
very little extra expenditure is incurred in conference
room lettings.

Refurbishment projects which will be completed in
2011 are the replacement of the hotel’s flat roofs,
replacement of the cold water storage tank and the
possible installation of solar heating.

The revenue received was £48,085, an increase of
£1,056 on the previous year. A reduction of at least
50% on room hire is made for all charity, church
and community organisations, with many being free
of charge. The economic value of these free and
reduced rate rooms equates to a donation of around
£21,000 to the charities concerned.

For 2012 the following need considering: the
replacement of the single glazed windows in the
main hotel with double glazing and replacement of
the front doors, possibly with automatic doors.
Looking Towards the Future
2010 was an excellent year for the Lancaster Hall
Hotel, with the highest turnover and trading surplus
ever, which has allowed the hotel to continue
undertaking major works to the buildings.

In addition, the revenue associated with conferences
such as refreshments, meals and equipment hire
was £52,750, a decrease of £7,400. This is mainly
due to conference organisers opting for cheaper
meals, often sandwiches instead of a buffet.

The prospect for 2011 remains positive but there
are, of course, serious uncertainties regarding the
economy, both in this country and abroad.

Restaurant and Bar

However, the hotel is able to fulfil its primary task,
that of providing the monies required by the German
YMCA to carry out its charitable works.

The profit from catering was £128,244, an increase
of £23,500 on the previous year. The reasons are
varied including a greater profit from breakfast due to
increased occupancy and stricter purchasing criteria.

Contact: 020 7723 9276
www.lancaster-hall-hotel.co.uk
info@lancaster-hall-hotel.co.uk

Profit from bar sales was £4,352, a very poor result
compared to the past and prices will be increased
in January to address this issue. It has been our
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THE GERMAN YMCA IN LONDON

IN MEMORIAM
We remember friends and members who passed away
during the year.

Although we had several changes, we list here
all members who served throughout or part of the year.

Dora Ward on 4th January aged 83.
Hertha Murray on17th March aged 92.
Theresa de Sousa on 24th May aged 88.
Robert Poller on 6th June aged 81.
Barbara Morris on 27th June aged 88.
Anneliese Surry on 29th June aged 86.
William “Bill” Leyland on 24th July aged 88.
Nicholas Anderson on 31st August aged 81.
Hildegard Stein on 19th September aged 86.
John Stemp on 5th November aged of 76.

President:
Chairman & Treasurer:

Mr H. Prütting

Chairman:

Mr D. R. Losse

Management Trustees:

Ms K. Benner
Ms N. Blin
Mr C. Daur
Ms A. Fox
Pastor C. Hellmich
Mr F. Knight
Pastor W. Kruse
Mr D. R. Losse
Mr J. Peacham
Ms K Riemer
Mr P. Stokes

Holding Trustees:

Mr D. R. Losse
Mr G. W. Mallinckrodt, KBE
Mr H. Prütting

Programme Committee:

Mr F. Knight
Mr J. Peacham
Mr P. Stokes
Mrs U. Tottman

General Secretary:
Programme Secretary:
Youth Secretaries:

Mr U. K. Maynard
Mr U. Bauer
Ms E. Kleinert
Ms A. Rupprecht
Ms A. Melsheimer
Mr M. Gaus / Mr P. Koch
Mrs M. Khan

Is God for us, who can be against us?
Romans 8.31

A WORD OF THANKS
Although we have already acknowledged with thanks
the services of some of our volunteers, we wish to
conclude this report with a “Thank you” to all people
who supported the Association in various ways during
the year.
Our thanks therefore go:

•

to our guests from all over the world, for their
patronage,

•

to our staff for their important contribution
through their services in the Hotel and for the
Association,

•

to individuals in other Organisations, in our
Embassy and our Churches, who work with us
in a common cause,

•

to our various professional advisers,

•

to the Management in German Firms here and
in Germany, and to their British Partner Firms
for their donations towards our fundraising
events,

•

to our members and friends for their monetary
contributions but, more importantly, for their
continued interest in our activities,

•

to all our voluntary helpers, who give
generously of their talent and time.

Mr G. W. Mallinckrodt, KBE

VPS Secretary:
Programme Assistant:
GiD

LANCASTER HALL HOTEL LIMITED
Directors:

Mr D. R. Losse
Mr G. W. Mallinckrodt, KBE
Mr U. K. Maynard
Mr H. Prütting

General Manager:
Deputy Manager:
Assistant Managers:

Mr U. K. Maynard
Mrs R. Tinsley
Ms S. Delgado-Ortiz
Ms D. Römer
Ms C. Ruiz-Milan

GERMAN YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
35 Craven Terrace, London W2 3EL
Tel: (020) 7723 9276 Fax: (020) 7706 2870
website: www.german-ymca.org.uk
e-mail: y-services@german-ymca.org.uk

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

U. K. Maynard
General Secretary

The German YMCA was founded in 1860 in London
Registered Charity No. 250118
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THE PAST CONTINUES…
If we thought that with the launch of the book a line could
be drawn under this big undertaking, we were mistaken.
The history of the Association, compiled in a condensed
form in “It Can Be!”, found recognition and interest in
some unexpected quarters: the descendants of people who
had shaped the Association in its early years, as well as
Altlondoner from up to and over 50 years ago.
We had been aware that in more recent years several
former members and staff from the Hotel and Association
had remained in contact with each other after their
return to Germany and other parts of the world. But
the photo exhibition and the book opened new lines of
communication. Therefore, the Hildebrandts shared in
a number of telephone, letter and email exchanges. This
did not only produce additional interesting facts, cross
references and photos for the archive, but provided, on
behalf of the Association, a much appreciated service of
information to the various interested parties.
Martina, occupied with the task of organising the
Association’s archive, also used library and museum contacts
to deal with incoming requests.
Just one example, reflecting the information flow back
and forth, comes from the great grandniece of I. P. Werner
(Association President 1888-1931):
“Dear Martina, thank you so much for your big letter
and all the information you found out. It is useful to get
confirmation of what we know already and it is really
very moving to get such a lot of additional information,
especially from the later years and other family members…
Thank you for all your efforts and time you spent.”
She went on to say: “So the English Werner family
becomes more and more real. And now I see a certain
tragedy around Israel P. Werner. He came to England with
‘nothing’, but with good education and profession and trust
in God. He started his business, which was connected to the
Basler Mission where his German family was active, too. [In
the Werner family about 30 couples served in the Basler
Mission and went to India and Africa]. Then Israel founded
a family… All his English years Israel was committed to the
YMCA, in his 80s he had to cope with the after war crisis
of the YMCA... But he still was able to take part in life and
YMCA work until 90. That is extraordinary… I remember
that in our families was sometimes mentioned that German
soldiers had to fight against English ones who were related
to one another – tragedy, too… I’m very much impressed
by the book and full of admiration for all the people who
helped the YMCA to carry on, to survive and to become
what it is today… Magdalene”.
There were also immediate requests for support in
academic research: from Namibia regarding the family of
Emil Walser and via the Anglo-German Family History
Society regarding the German Gymnasium at St Pancras.
At the Institute of European History in Mainz, a researcher
was interested in Pastor Friedrich von Schlümbach, and

wrote in a post script: “By the way: a few years ago I stayed
at Lancaster Hall Hotel without knowing anything about
the German YMCA or Friedrich von Schlümbach. How
things change…” The Senior Archivist at the University of
Birmingham wrote: “We are always extremely interested
and pleased to see the published results of research on
the collection held by Special Collections…”, and asking
that they would like to include details of “It Can Be!” in a
planned new section of their website. Also, the Diakonische
Gemeinschaft Hephata reviewed the book in their December
Rundbrief.
A member of staff from 38 years ago wrote after seeing by
chance the photo exhibition: “… Now you will wonder why
I write to you today, but there is quite a lot that connects
my wife and myself to the German YMCA. Our life – as
pathetic as it may sound – was influenced in several ways by
this institution… It took many years until I became truly
aware what positive influence the German YMCA had on
my life. And it took again many years, until I took this step
to send an appropriate ‘Thank you’. The short visit in May
and the awareness of the 150th Jubilee served as the trigger.
I wish to send you for this Jubilee the very best wishes and
like to thank you sincerely for the care and undoubtedly
also (unconsciously?) influence on a young person in a
phase of change in life. Surely I speak in this (unprompted)
in the name of many like-minded…”
And turning back some further 20 years we come to a
Board member and much appreciated volunteer, who
left London in 1959, and never made contact again. He
had (unknown to us) remained in communication with
another visitor to the Association from those years. Now
they had shared the news of the publication “It Can Be!”. It
was not only a happy surprise to receive a phone call from
the now 85 years old Altlondoner, but also an astonishing
revelation, that a most active and respected member from
former years, now felt the need to express his regret, that
he had given nothing back to the Association, which had
given him so much. From the Association’s historic point
of view, this member had in his younger years served his
fellow-countrymen in great measure and should not think
of an unfulfilled obligation. But how many are out there,
who think likewise, who through changed circumstances
had to let go of once treasured ties. I can sympathize with
this. Working on the book brought this into focus. When
I mentioned this to a friend from my youth, a retired
pastor, he replied: “You are quite right when you write
that because of your work you found it difficult to uphold
meaningful contact to relatives and friends. Unfortunately
I experienced the same, regrettable, but also a sign, that we
took our vocation serious – and found fulfilment in it”.
Bernd Hildebrandt
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others. I Peter 4:10
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If you would like to know more about the German YMCA in London, Bernd Hildebrandt’s book
on the Association’s history is published in November 2010. For more details please visit our website.

Photo Exhibition

A glimpse into our 150 year history
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Lyndale Hall, 1955

Craven Terrace, 1994

The story of our history is both vast and complex, surviving through many
difficult times. The material used for this exhibition has mainly come
from the Association’s own archive of photos, minutes, books and printed
programmes. Our aim is to give a small glimpse into the people and places of
the German YMCA in London over 150 years, and maybe you will discover
a few surprising and interesting facts…

There are many reasons why people get involved with the German YMCA in
London – be it employment, companionship, hospitality or culture, be it for
a few days or many many years. Everyone has their own story.

150 Years German YMCA in London
1860 - 2010

1901 - Group of members and staff - 2001

Bernd Hildebrandt has undertaken the writing of our “History” and there really is
no one better placed to do this; having served at the heart of the Association as Asst.
Secretary 1957-59, Secretary 1960-73, and General Secretary 1973-2003, he also
knows and knew many people and heard many stories from previous decades. Many
of our historical minutes are written in German, and very early documents in “old”
German – almost unreadable today – unless like him, you had studied this writing.

Association publications – a valuable link to members and friends, near and far

Many thanks to everyone who appears in or helped
realise this exhibition,
Martina Hildebrandt

Me (aged 2), Vereinsnachmittag

I compiled this exhibition with much help from my
Mum and Dad, Ilse and Bernd Hildebrandt, and my
brother, Markus. As part of the writing of the history
we have spent many hours reflecting, and as ever
both projects are very much a family effort. My Dad
has served the German YMCA for over a third of its
history, and Mum has been a YMCA member since
the age of 14, a voluntary worker and fund-raiser.
Markus and I were “born” into the YMCA and so we
share a unique perspective on the history and value
of our German YMCA “ancestors”. Inevitably, I have
included us all in the exhibition somewhere... And,
you may recognise a few other faces...

What do I know… ?

The “logo” for the 150th Anniversary Year of our
Association uses a few lines from a diary for the years
1862 to 1871, written in Old German, the oldest
document in the possession of the Association.

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010

“Homes” of the German YMCA in London
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* Purpose-built by the German YMCA in London

“Lancaster Hall Hotel”, Centre/Hotel*, built on the site of
36-38 Craven Terrace, opened 1973

“Lancaster Hall”, Centre/Hostel, 34-36 Craven Terrace
purchased 1959; 31-33 Craven Terrace purchased 1962; 37/38
Craven Terrace acquired 1963. 36-38 demolished 1969

27 Ferncroft Avenue, Hostel, 1952-61

“Lyndale Hall”, 368 Finchley Rd, Centre/Hostel, 1949-66

St George’s Church Hall, Alie St., meetings held, 1945-49

“Westgate House”, 28/29 Bedford Pl. Centre/Hotel, 1932-39

“The Hermitage”, 177 Green Lanes. Centre/Hostel, 1920-32

“City House”, 158/160 City Road, Centre/Hotel*, 1910-20

“Kellnerheim”, 48 Charlotte St., Home for waiters*, 1904-19

“Kellnerheim”, 44 Clipstone St., Home for waiters, 1892-1904

“Handwerker-Heim”, 88/90 Leman Street, Home for German
Artisans and Bakers, 1889-1904

“Handwerker-Heim”, 90 Great Eastern Street, Home for German
Artisans and Bakers, 1887-89

“Deutsche Herberge”, 28 Finsbury Square, German Home,
1872-1910

Aldersgate Street YMCA, 165 Aldersgate Street. A basement
room was the first home of the Deutsche Jünglingsverein as a
branch at the English YMCA’s headquarters, 1860-72

Finchley Road

Charlotte Street

Aldersgate Street

Ferncroft Avenue

City Road

Finsbury Square

Craven Terrace

Green Lanes

Leman Street

Craven Terrace

Bedford Place

Clipstone Street

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010

In 1859, the young German Ernst Klemm came
to London to improve his knowledge of English
and business. One of his first visits was to Pastor
Theodor Kübler at St Paul’s German Reformed
Church, who immediately recommended to
Klemm the YMCA in Aldersgate Street. Here,
he found Secretary Edwyn Shipton’s popular
“Conversational Bible Classes”. Klemm met
the young Swiss Arwed Schieß – the beginning
of a life-long friendship. In the spring of 1860
Shipton encouraged the friends to start a German
Jünglingsverein. And this marked the small
beginnings of the German YMCA in London.

On June 6th 1844, a group of twelve young men
met in a room at Hitchcock & Rogers drapery
establishment where George Williams was
employed. Their aim was to begin a society, the
object of which was the “improvement of the
spiritual condition of young men”. Working
and living conditions in London, even for the
merchant classes, consisted virtually only of work
and sleep - without a moment for mental or
spiritual nurture. These were the small beginnings
of the YMCA Movement.
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The Jünglingsverein was given the use of a basement room in the Aldersgate Street YMCA and this served them well for many years. But, the need for their own
premises emerged, and they actively began raising money. Shipton again encouraged this, and George Williams himself gave a donation of £25, quite a sum in those
days. Through Aldersgate Street, our Association shares its roots directly with Central YMCA – making us the two oldest YMCAs in London.

This letter in our archive was written by George Williams to clergy in charge of English congregations on the occasion of the
400th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther, encouraging financial support for church work in Germany.

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010
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Now the Association could provide a hostel, as well as a much
improved meeting place for the Jünglingsverein. Membership now
increased and they were also joined by another Jünglingsverein
which had been based in Islington.

In September 1872 the “German Home” opened at 28 Finsbury
Square. The house was formerly the residence of Baron Reuter,
the German news agency pioneer, and was furnished accordingly.
The interior remained unchanged for years because it was cheaper
than a refurbishment for its new purpose.

In order to make the Verein more widely known, a lot of printed material was needed. In September 1885 the first
Anzeiger des Deutschen CVJM zu London was published as a monthly paper with an initial circulation of 2500 copies,
reduced to 2000 in December 1886. The Anzeiger was distributed free of charge.

1885 saw two landmarks: it was 25 years since the Jünglingsverein had been established as a branch of the English
YMCA and now adopted the name “Deutscher Christlicher Verein Junger Männer” (German Young Men’s Christian
Association). At the same time the motto was chosen “Wir wollen dem Herrn dienen, denn Er ist unser Gott” (We will
serve the Lord for he is our God) Joshua 24:18.
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Requisitioned during the First World War, everything possible was done to hold
on to the building after the war. The Association’s president, I.P. Werner, was
told by an influential colleague in the English YMCA: “It cannot be”. In 1920,
City House had to be sold.

“City House”, the impressive new centre and hotel, was opened in May 1910 at
the Association’s Jubilee and a plaque outside the building read: “To the Glory of
God and the good of young men this house was erected by the German Young
Men’s Christian Association of London”.
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Already the friendly, bright and well-structured
front elevation attracts attention. High up we read
“German YMCA” and underneath “Hotel City
House”. Accordingly there are two entrances, left
for the hotel and right for the Verein. Let us enter to
the right. A friendly corridor with glazed stonework
leads to the reception lounge. How posh and
homely looks the room. Are not these comfortable
armchairs, the colourful soft carpet, the magnificent
Swiss landscapes too much of a luxury? But what
can we say: love decorated this room. Former and
present members donated the furnishings and here,
as well as in the members’ room, Herr Walser had
placed the majestic pictures of his homeland.
Through a door on the left we enter into a plain
office, furnished in oak; the furniture is a gift from
the Swabian members. From here we are guided
politely into the office of the General Secretary.
Anyone who knew the dingy corner allocated to
the faithful secretaries in the old house, notes with
happiness the light and friendly rooms in which the
two secretaries now have their work. Here, in the
larger room is space for the noon prayer meeting
held without fail since the founding of the Verein.

These pictures are from the book “Ein Deutsches
Glaubenswerk in der Themsestadt”, a 50 year history
published by the German YMCA in London in
1910. Below is a translated extract that was written
in the style of a conducted tour of City House:

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010
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In the late 1940s new members and staff consisted mainly of male exPrisoners of War, their wives, and women allowed into the country on
domestic permits. In October 1949, a “Londoner Woche” was arranged
for ex-POWs who had opted to remain in Britain, mainly as civilian
farm workers. From around the country they got together for a full
week of lectures, sight-seeing and entertainment. However, getting a
whole week off work was often not possible, so subsequent programmes
focused mainly on Germans already living in London.

Although we still have the minutes of meetings and copies of some
publications, much was lost between the closing of City House in
1914 and the late 1940s. It is only thanks to the efforts and dedication
of a few members during, between and after both World Wars, that the
German YMCA in London managed to survive at all. Most members
and staff had been interned during the First and Second World War,
and the challenge of offering support to them was vital.

“Londoner Woche” participants, Lyndale Hall, October 1949

Jahresfest and AGM, Lyndale Hall, October 1953

Circle members, Lyndale Hall, 1950s

The first post-war “Nachrichtenblatt” was published in 1948; its main
aim was to give useful information to ex-POWs across the country.

Wort und Werk, 1959

The North London Anglo-German Circle was formed in conjunction
with the German YMCA at Lyndale Hall in the early 1950s. It had
its own leadership team, supported by the Association staff. Initially,
meetings were held on the second Wednesday of each month. By 1954,
Anglo-German Circle meetings were held each Thursday – as they still
are to this day – with the purpose, amongst others, to promote better
understanding and friendship between the two nations.

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010
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General Secretary’s Office, Lyndale Hall

Entrance Hall, Lyndale Hall

The large lounge, Lyndale Hall
After WWII, “Lyndale Hall” was bought, and served the Association well as hostel
and centre of the German YMCA 1949-66. Nearby, 27 Ferncroft Avenue was
bought in 1952 to serve as a Student and Youth Hostel.

Their work and efforts proved to be a true turning-point
in the history of the Association.

Fred Flemming (trustee), George Arthur Maler (chairman &
trustee), Gottlob Henne (trustee)

Emil Losse (treasurer & trustee), Friedrich Maurer (hostel warden),
Karl Wilhelm Benner (trustee), Cyril Losse (secretary)
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The ghostly picture of Craven Terrace, taken shortly before demolition of the
houses 37/38 and the old church in 1969, shows the scaffolding erected to
catch falling plaster. The site was then let as a temporary car park until funding
could be found to start the “new building”. Craven Terrace was originally a
2-way street; it only changed to one-way traffic as the building site spilled
onto the road, never to revert back.

The continuing struggle to find larger, more central, premises was partly solved
in 1958 with the purchase of 34, 35 and 36 Craven Terrace, Paddington.
The property comprised of two buildings with over 40 rooms and a former
church, the Craven Hill Congregational Chapel, no longer in use. The “old”
hall had a large seating gallery which was hidden behind a suspended canvas
ceiling. This property was known as “Lancaster Hall”. During the 1960s,
adjoining properties were purchased, all with the view to expansion.

Centenary celebrations in the old hall, Lancaster Hall, 1960

Visitors from Germany outside Lancaster Hall, 1960

Not all of the old church was demolished,
as part of the building wrapped behind
house 35. Today, the Brothers Room and
the refurbished Youth Wing retain some
of the original stonework.

Craven Terrace, from the old church down to house 31, mid 1960s

View of Craven Terrace, 1979

View of Craven Terrace, September 1969
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Centenary celebrations, Lancaster Hall, 1960

In the 1950s and 1960s,
the Jahresfest (Anniversary)
was spread over two days,
including the AGM, a
church service and social
gathering with a guest
speaker from Germany.
In more recent years the
Anniversary Sunday has
included day trips, concerts,
coffee and cake and a
thanksgiving service.

The centenary edition of our publication Wort und Werk reminds us of the legacy left
by Sir George Williams to our own Association and to the world.

Jahresfest bus to the old St Mary’s Lutheran Church, 1956

Jahresfest in Lyndale Hall dining room, 1956

Thanksgiving Service, Hamburger Kirche, Dalston, 1954

Anniversary coach trip to Audley End House, 2006

120. Jahresfest, day trip to Warwick Castle and Coventry, 1980

Anniversary outing to Canterbury, 2009
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Christmas tree, Lancaster Hall Hotel, 1990s
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1950s - Christmas parties with paper hats! - 2006

In the winter of 1884/85, two Christmas celebrations for the poor and unemployed were arranged. Over 200 homeless
fellow-countrymen came on the two evenings and under the Christmas tree the members were happy to serve their
compatriots. Over the decades it was often the case that staff and members could not afford to go home at Christmas;
the German YMCA tried to make sure that all were cared for and felt at home – even combining traditions.

Christmas has a special place in the life of the Association, and has been a time of concentrated charitable activities.

Christmas tree, Lyndale Hall, 1950s

Christmas Market advert on the back cover of Wort und Werk, 1962

The Weihnachtsmarkt, our main fund-raising event, in the lounge (now the Brothers Room), 1972

Handicrafts, 1960s

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010
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In October 1967, the model was viewed by Lord Snowdon (Patron of the
Metropolitan Region of YMCAs), Emil and Cyril Losse.

Our publication “Wort und Werk”, of July 1961, depicts a modern building
amongst London’s key attractions and calls on members to “Help us Build”.

Markus Hildebrandt (aged 5), Lord Snowdon and Cyril Losse
in the local Paddington Mercury newspaper.

Model of the planned “German Centre”

Close relations between the Metropolitan Region and
the German YMCA played an important part in the
success of the “new building”. Substantial loans for
the project were negotiated for the Association by the
Regional Secretary, Bill Leyland MBE. Indeed, the
Metropolitan Region later had their offices for many
years in what are now the Youth Lounge and Offices
at 31 Craven Terrace.

Plans for a new Association building were already
brewing in the late 1950s. It took well over 10 years,
with much planning and perseverance to battle through
bureaucracy, restrictions and financial burdens to
achieve the construction of a new building. The idea
emerged to build a “German Centre” to provide
various cultural and social-welfare services in London,
all under one roof. When funding for this project was
not forthcoming after all, the German Centre Ltd.
was wound up and the German YMCA had to go it
alone with a completely new building design.

150 Years German YMCA in London 1860 - 2010

The distinctive cladding on the front of the “Lancaster Hall Hotel”, each panel weighing 5 tons, was
designed and produced by the Richard Kindersley Image Workshop.

View of the gound floor of the Neubau (new building)

On 10th October 1973, the “New
YMCA Lancaster Hall Hotel and
Youth House” was opened by the
Ambassador of the Federal Republic
of Germany, Karl-Günther von Hase
in the presence of The Lord Mayor of
Westminster and Lady Mayoress, and
over 160 invited Guests.

Middle right, grouped c/w: Messrs
Rumsby, Mallinkrodt, Marmorek
(Architect); Hildebrandt, (Secretary),
Bobrowski (Consulting Engineer);
Argent (Quantity Surveyor), Leyland
(Regional Sec.); Giegold (Committee
member), C. Losse, and Wegener
(Hotel Maintenance Manager)

The Richtfest “topping out” ceremony
was held on Thursday, 20th July 1972,
where the last bit of concrete was
finished off on the roof by the new
President Mr George Mallinckrodt,
overseen by Mr Rumsby (Carmichaels),
Mr Fell (Foreman), Mr E. Losse
(Treasurer) and Mr C. Losse (General
Secretary).

“At Last!…” So wrote Cyril Losse,
General Secretary, when, in March
1971, building work started on the
Lancaster Hall Hotel. Not since the
early 1900s had such a large building
project been undertaken on behalf of
the members of the German YMCA in
London.
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Thankfully, the 1972 Builders’ Strike did not target our new building

Ok, so who’s organised the beer?

Nearly finished
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Au Pair Tea Morning, 1994

“More tea anyone?”, ca. 1995

Dina Losse, staff and members outside the “Gartenhalle” Lyndale Hall, 1953

Tea-time on a chilly outing, 1958

Mr & Mrs Bieri (Managers at 28 Finsbury Sq.) with their children, ca. 1905

“Every young German (men and women) can become a member in our
organisation and thereby help to build up a new order for a better world.”

In April 1951 the Association became the first YMCA in England to accept
women and girls into membership. In this, the Association was years ahead of
other Associations in England, and of those in Germany.

Women have always played a part in the German YMCA; throughout the
generations of men working and serving the Association, there are many
examples of the support they received from their wives and families. Women
have always worked and served alongside men.

Already in 1885 efforts to establish a German Young Women’s Christian
Association became evident. Auguste von Rumohr of 17 Craven Hill Gardens,
Hyde Park, W. invited German girls to afternoon meetings twice a month.
Emma Feldmann and Julie Werner, the wives of the President and VicePresident, appealed to the readers of the Anzeiger to make the meetings of the
Christlicher Verein Junger Mädchen known.

Au Pair-Vermittlungsteam 2009
Eva, Antje, Nicole and Evi

Wort und Werk, 1961

Since the early 1950s one of the main services
given to women was, and still is today, a
placement service – originally for “general
domestic”, “mother’s help” or “au pair”.
Additionally, an older generation of German
women also enjoyed all that the YMCA had
to offer. The names may have changed over
many years, but the issues surrounding an everchanging membership still remain; however,
the all-important drinking of “Tea”, in its many
guises, has continued.
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1958 - Fasching - 2006

1910 - Physical Activities - 2001

1886 - Worship - 2005

1956 - Music Events - 2002

Since the very beginning, one of the main objectives of the Association was to offer a varied “programme” to its
members; the activities for “spirit, mind and body” may have changed over the years... but then again, have they?

1958 - Outings to Windsor - 2008

1958 - Charity Sales - 2009

1957 - Trips to the country - 1994
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